Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting Monday 18th May 2026 at 6.30pm


Present: Cllr H Bishop (CH), Cllr B Beeley (VC), Cllr G Sheldon, Cllr A Marland, Cllr A Wrigley, 
Cllr B Witt.  Mrs K Allott (Clerk), Mr J Price (RFO).

Members of the public attended

Cllr Bishop welcomed the members of the public to the meeting.


1, To share the Annual Report for 2025/26 from the Parish Council.

Cllr Bishop invited the public to read through the Saddleworth Parish Council Chair’s Annual Report and then gave a resume. She then invited questions from the public. 

2, Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held 19th May 2025.
	
These were proposed by Cllr Sheldon, seconded Cllr Marland and accepted. 

3, To receive questions

A question was received regarding the timescale of the Neighbourhood Plan. 
Cllr Beeley advised it was in its final stages of consultation, but OMBC had delayed this for 6 months. She anticipated it would be complete by the middle of next year. 

A question was received about the disabled lift which is currently out of action at the Civic Hall. Cllr Beeley advised funding had been awarded to replace it and final plans and drawings were being prepared. 
Cllr Bishop added that funding had also been awarded for other refurbishments, including fire and safety work identified, carpeting and to replace the stage lighting system. Cllr Marland expressed her thanks to those involved in preparing the funding bid. 

A question was received regarding the new health centre for Uppermill. Cllr Bishop advised the Parish Council was campaigning for it to be built on the site of the old Saddleworth School along with affordable and social homes. The other site identified was the current health centre; Cllr Sheldon explained the access difficulties for this proposal.   


A question was received regarding the Moorgate level crossing. Cllr Bishop explained this was one of the issues being discussed at the Public Inquiry being held by Network Rail at the Civic Hall throughout June and early July.


A question was received regarding the proposed pedestrian crossing near the library in Uppermill. Cllr Bishop advised that the new funding from 1st April was now available so she would expect OMBC Highways would be treating this as a priority.

A member of the public thanked the Parish Councillors for all their hard work and commitment to Saddleworth, especially as these are volunteer roles. 

The meeting ended at 6.55pm


4, Date of next meeting 18th May 2026 at 6.30pm
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